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Rationale

· In the event of Head Lice occurring within the school, strategies must be in place to minimise infestation, anxiety for students and undue stress for all parents.
Aims

· To ensure the minimisation of a Head Lice infestation.
Situational Analysis

Richmond North Public School has periodic infestations of Head Lice. Research suggests there are approximately 23% of students at any one time with Head Lice. Richmond North Public School figures suggest there to be between 1% - 7% of students at any one time with Head Lice and on most occasions it is dealt with promptly and effectively (refer to NSW Health Document pgs 1-4 ~ 11/2006). 
Through Departmental Guidelines and community consultation, a Head Lice Prevention Policy must be in place to ensure there is a decrease in the spread of the infestation. The need to minimise anxiety levels in students detected as having Head Lice is a priority. It is also important for the parents of the child who has Head Lice to be informed immediately in an attempt to minimise further infestation throughout the school and family. 
A process of strategies is now in place in an aim to minimise the problem of Head Lice within Richmond North Public School. 

Strategic Processes
Below are the processes that will take place in the event of a detection of Head Lice infestation.

SECTION A
The Teacher

1. The teacher will inform the child in a discrete manner of the detection.

2. The teacher will move the child to a more appropriate area within the classroom’s learning environment.

3. The teacher will inform the office of the detection to ensure SECTION B1 of the Head Lice Policy occurs.

4. The teachers will follow-up with the particular parent /s the action that has taken place in regards to the eradication of the infestation.
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SECTION B

The Student
1. The student will remain within the class but will be placed in a more appropriate area of the classroom and learning environment.

2. Group work will either not take place within the classroom or will be restructured to meet the needs of all students.
3. Within the playground, the student will be instructed to wear a hat at all times.
SECTION C
The Parent / Caregiver

It is at the discretion of the Principal and school as to which process or processes will be implemented in regards to Parent / Caregiver communication.
1. At the detection of Head Lice on a child the parent / caregiver will be immediately contacted by a phone call and informed.
2. Towards the end of the day an additional phone call will be made to the parent / caregiver informing them that their child has a letter regarding the detection of Head Lice on their child. (Appendix 1)
Continued Infestation

In the event of continued infestation the following strategies will apply:

1. Strategies in SECTION A and SECTION B will apply.
2. A letter to all families within the class will be sent home (Appendix 1)

3. At the discretion of the Principal and school a letter will be sent home to all families informing all families within the school of the detection of Head Lice. 
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